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Dear Sir: 

{ pon ie\ icwmu the abo\ e-identified patent Patentee noted an utor v hich should he 
collected I he claims oj the issued patent do not teflect the I'xainmei's Amendments contained 
in the Office \ctton mailed on Octobet 28 2000 A copv of tins mailing is attached as bxhihst 

A. 

In Lulumt) 2iso line 4 though column 2<>0 line U, replace chums with the 
following claims: 

\ \ method of controlling the outputUng of mas* medium progiam matusal at a 
subsuibci station, said ^ubsuibes station mc hiding an outptit device a memoix a leccnet and a 
processor w heiem said output de\ tee 1» capable of presenting mass medium progiam matvnal, 
said lecetsei ha,* a signal output coupled as an input to the ptuce-boi said piocessnf lu,} an 
output opeiamch connected to a conuol input of said memors and said memois is opeiameK 
connected to said output device lot communicating mass medium piogiam matettal to said 
output device, sajd method compmmg the steps ol 
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stonng at -.aid subsettbet station mass medium ptogram mateital rind sub-.uibei data 
said subset ibei data dcMimatina a subject of mte est ot a suNcnhu 

tecen mg an nisiinct-to-gctietate signal 

geueiatmg a schedule b\ pioees>mg >aid suKcnbei data m i espouse to -.aid insauet-to- 
genetate signal Mid bthedule designating at least one of 

a tune to communicate said mass medium pjotuam matena! 

a de\ ice Itom w Inch to communicate said mass medium piogtam matenai and a dc\ ice 
to which to communicate said mass medium pioiuatn matt rial stoung "aid schedule 

controllum said memoi} to communicate Mid mass medium piogtam mateital to .said 
output de\ke in accordance with said schedule and 

pie^entmg said communicated mass medium ptogiam maietial at said output device 

2 I he method of claim ! , w herein said mass medium prosiam matenai includes at 
least one of \ ideo and audio and Mid subscriber station furthu mt hides a s\\ neh cpei am el\ 
connected to said tecen ei said method fait hot compming the steps oi 

leeening a signal from a temote station said signal including said at kast ^ne ol \ideo 
and audio: and 

connoilnig said s\s itch to communicate said signal to one oi --aid memon and said 

processor. 

* f he method of claim 1 furrhei comprising the steps of 

ana!\/mg ^aid subset tbei data to \alue mlotmation included tn said mas-, medium 
program material; 

selecting at least a poifton ot said mass medium piogrnm mateital based on said step oi 
analyzing; and 

comnmmcatmtj said selected poitiou o{ said mas* medium ptogfam mateital to said 

memory. 
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4 1 Sit- method of chum I w hetcin said nistiuet-fo-generdte signal designate^ <j 
plurality of units or said mas-- medium ptogram matciutl and said memot\ includes a pkiraht\ of 
metnot\ locations, said method Sunhei comptising the step ot 

i-omrmimcatini: selected poi turns of slid mass medium ptogiam matetiai to at Lasi one 
specific memoiv location of said phrra>u\ ufmemurv locations 

s 1 he method M claim I wherein said step of controlling said mcmon to 
communicate said mass- medium piogram mataia! is commenced in response to an output 
toutioi signal, said method fuuhei comppsmg the step of 

detecting said output control signal in an mfurmaaon tiat-^misston communicated ftom a 
remote transmitter station, 

6. The method of claim I, further comprising the steps of: 

storing a module at said subscriber station in response to said iiistmct~to~generate signal; 

and 

inputting to a i emote station data of subscribe! choice in accordance with said module 
said data of subscribe! choice communicating a ie,->pouse In Mid subscribe! to a combined 
medium pieseruation including said communicated mass medium piomam matena! 

7 ) he method of claim 1 w hetein said output de\ !lc i-> capable of outputtmg 

teiev ision piogiamnung and said subscribe! station ptesents at least a poitmn of said mas;> 
medium piogram mateaai at said output de\ ice with said telex isjon ptogrammmg said method 
fwthci conipttsmg the steps of 

iecen mg ftom one of a remote broadcast and a cablecast Uansmutet station an 
information tnmsmission including channeK oj puigrammmg. said mfoimation transmission 
including said television progtammfng and said mstntct-to-geneiatc signal 

cnnimuiucauug ,-atd television ptoutatnmmg fiom Mid ieceivef to said ottipit! device, 

detecting a pluiahn of instinct signal tvpe-> m a code potti«n ol said mJoimation 
tiansnussion said mstruet-to-gena ate signal bei lg of a fn-t instinct -ignal t\pe. 
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vommunsi.atmg said tnsUuet-ro-genetate >Junal to L->aid piocessot and 

controlling said memon to store and output c aid mass medium pio^am material based 
on one oi more signals of a second mstiuct signal t\pe 

b \ method oj" communicating siaVcnbei station iidotmauon ttom a subscubej 
station to at least one i emote station sa d method eompnsmg the steps of 

{ i ) storing subset ibet data at a subscribe! station 

{2} riven mg at saui subscriber station at least one instinct signal v\ inch is u->ed To 
i^encsate a schedule and output mass medium pi o gram material m accot dance with said «cheduie 
icaaidina mass medium ptogiam material said schedule de-si gitalin <> at least one uf 

a time to communicate said mass medium progiam material 

a deuce from which to communicate said mas< medium progiam matcnal ami a de\ice 
to which to communicate said mass medium prelum mateual 

outputtmir said mass medium profit am mateual in accordance with said schedule, 

{ ^ geneiating .-.ubseubet specific data said generating at said snbsc tibet station 
diiected bv instructions fiom said at least one mot! uU M»nal, 

{ 'I } tecc-n mg one of a \ icw ei'o and a participant's icsponse to a mass medium 
presentation at said snbsciiher station said mass medium ptescntation including said mass 
medium program material; and 

\5) namfeumg -aid subsenbt'i specific data bom -*aul -ubsuiber station to at least 
one remote station based on said step o{ tcceivmg 

<■> 1 lie method of claim S frnther comprising the -teps of 

stotiitL' a software moduL at said subset ibej station 

executing said software module in t espouse to said at lea-t one msmiet signal 
accessing said stored subset ibei data undei control uf said software module, and 
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stoung at least one of tnetei tnlottnatiou and monstot inioimanoti evidentmg ptoeessmg 
of said sofhvaie module, said at least one of said metes mfoimation and said momtoi sniotmauon 
h communicated to a t emote site 

10 A method toi infonmnion deiivciv for u^t wsfh an interactive imam, output 
appaiatus s<nd mtetaem e image output appaiatu. haung at lea^t otic output dc\ tee foi 
oulpuUmg >md mioimatum and an input de\ ice for tecen nig input fiom a Mibscubei said 
method compiling the steps ot 

outputtmg a presentation that esplams at least one lecenei specific datum said 
presentation nit hiding a first sequence ofunag.es, 

making an offet during said step of outputtimi with tespect to said tnibimation 

letesung input fiom oaid subscribe! at oaid input deuce m response to said ofiei, said 
tntetacts\e image output appaiatus has tug a tiansmflieT fur communicating data to a i emote site 

communicating said data to said remote Hie, said interactive image output appaiatus and 
said remote site comprising a tietvunk ha\ int; a pkitahts of tiunsnmtei stations, 

one of geneiattng and assembling m said uetvwwk, at least one message which opeiates at 
said interattive image output appaiatus to genenne a schedule and to output a second sequence 
of images in accordance vuth said schedule said intetactne image output appaiatus iutung a 
receiv ei ioi receiv mg a signal fiom a i emote station and said schedule designating at least one 

of: 

a time to communicate said second sequence of images, 

a de\ ice from w hah to communicate said second sequence ol images and a de\ ice to 
winch to communicate said second sequence of images and delivering said mfoimation to said 
at least one output de\ ice based on satd at least one menage 

1 1 \ method of cotitfoihng the outputtnig of mass medium program materials at a 
subsenbu station included in one ot moie suhscnbei stations m a broadcast oi cabiecast 
distnbution s\sicm said htoadcast oi cabiecast eisinhution s\^tem hav mg a uansnnttei station 
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and said uuc oi more subsetibei Nation- each oi said one ot mote subscribe! stations including a 
tceenet aa output devao and a computet foi stonny data and contioihng communication of 
mas> medium piodtani materials i.ud method compusing the steps of 

■>tormg at said subscnbei station macs medium proa i am matetsal and a ^ubsuibei 
d uum, said stibscnbei datum designating a >ub]eu oi mteie-si To a *uhsuibei 

detecting a conttol signal satd contiol signal designating a unit of mass medium ptogiaiu 
material; 

selecting said subscnbei datum m lesponse to said conn oi signal 

yencr atmg at kaot a portion of a schedule b\ pioet'Sstng said selected subsenber datum in 
i espouse to said eonuol signal said geneiated at lea^t a portion of a schedule indudtng at least 
one of the group ot: 

{ ! ) a nine To communicate said desig lated unit of mass mod turn piogiam matcnaf 

{2) a device bom uhtcii to communicate said designated nnu of nubs meilmm 
program material; and 

f 1 } a dc\ ice to v. Inch to communicate said designated unit of mass mod mm pi ogi am 
materia!: 

s-foimg f t ml at least a portion ot a sch.edu e 

communicating said designated unit of mass medium pto^iam matuiai at said subsuibei 
station nuclei ptoeCssot contioi based on >aid at least a poition of a schedule and 

outpumng said communicated unu o! mass medium piogiam matetia! at ^aid subicribei 

station. 

12. The method of claim 1 1, wherein said unit of designated mass medium program 
materia! includes at least one of video and audio and said step of communicating includes: 

tuning the recei ver at said subscriber station to receive said at least one of video and 
audio; and 
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controlling a seleetn e nausmission den see at >;ud subset ibei station to communicate said 
at least one of \ ideo and audio to the output de\ see at said suhscishu station 

Li The method ol ckum 1 1 wherein an mfonuation ttansiutsstnn including said mass 
medmm prolan) matenal includes a second coins ol signal and sasd step of communicating 
includes; 

outputtmg at ai lea^t otic of the telenet and a fust memon at said suhscttbet station to at 
least one of the output de\ tee at said sitbsenbei station and a second memon based on said 
second control signal. 

U "The method ol clasm i 1 wherein said step of communicating said designated unit 
of mass medium progiam mateua! under ptocessoi contiol includes contioUing a stotage de\ ice 
at said subscribes station to phn satd designated unit of ntass medium ptogiam matettai 
according to said at least a poition ot a schedule, .-.aid method furthei eomptistng the steps of 

tuning a fccenei m said broadcast ot cableca^t disttibunoti system to teeene said 
designated unit of mass medium ptogrum material 

communicating satd designated unit of mass medium piogiam material to a specific 
memory location; and 

controlling said storage device to store said designated unit of mass medium program 
material 

15 1 he method of claim U , v\ hetan ,>asd subsenher station includes at least one of 
1 1 1 a plurality of -noiage devti.es and {2) a phiiaiits oi memon locations and said step ot 
coiumumeatmii includes orgam/ma ptotuatnmmg stored at *<nd subscriber station to plax 
accoidmg to said at least a portion of a schedule said ptoguunmmg including satd designated 
uuu ol mass medium piogiam matenal 

lo 1 he method of claim 1 1 whetein .-.atd stoied subset iber datum is at least pan ol a 
stibstnbei budget anaKsto iccommended plan, oi sohition to a pioblem said method further 

comprising the steps of: 
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analyzing said stored subscriber datum to value information received in said broadcast or 
cahlecast distribution system; and 

selecting said designated unit of mass medium program materia! based on said step of 
analyzing. 

1 7. The method of claim i L further comprising the steps of: 

storing a module at said subscriber station in response to said control signal; and 

communicating one or more data of subscriber choice to a remote station in accordance 
with said module, said one or more data of subscriber choice input by said subscriber in response 
to a combined medium programming presentation which includes said designated unit of mass 
medium program material. 

The errors in the claims were not made by Applicants. On pages 2 to 8 of the October 
2S ; 2009 Office Action, the Examiner amended claims 2, 3, 7, 26. 29, 30 via an Examiner's 
Amendment authorized by applicants on October 1 5, 2009. As a result., the claims were allowed. 
Dependent claims 8, 10-12, 14, io, IS. 27, 28, 33.. 36 were also allowed as claims further 
limiting to the independent claims amended avid are thus also allowable over prior art of record. 
No further amendments were submitted by Patentee. Patent 7,784,082 issued August 24, 2010, 
does not include the amendments to the claims made by the examiner on October 28, '2009. 

Accordingly, Patentee believes that the aforementioned error was caused by the Office, 
and that no fee is due for the Certificate of Correction. However., if any fees are required, the 
Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-4494. 
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Dated N'cnembu 24 2010 Rt.spectfulK m bmuted. 

By / 1 homas i. Scot.t a Jr./ 
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Office Action Summary 
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MICHAEL J. MOORE. JR. 

Art Unit 

2467 



The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY iS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTHfS) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- If NO period for reply 'is specified above, Hie maximum statu tor/ period will apply and will expire SIX {&} MONTHS from the matting date oi inis communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute., cause the application So become ABANDONS D (3S U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply receiver] by 8ks Office later than thrss months aftsr the mailing date of this communication, even if mmiy tiled, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 3? CFR 1.704it}>. 

Status 

1 Responsive to communication's) filed on 78 April 2005 . 
2a O Tn '5 action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3}E3 Since this application is in condition for aiiovvance except for forma! matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0,G. 213, 

Disposition of Claims 

4)G3 Cfaimfs) 2,3.7,5, 10-12, 14, 16. 13. 26-30.33 and 38 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5}|SI Claim(s) 2.3.7.8. 10-12.14. 16. 7 8,26-30,33 and 36 is/are aiiowed 

Q.O Glairn(s) Is/are rejected. 

7}D Claimfs) is/are objected to, 

Q}[3 Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10.O The drawing(s) filed on is/are; a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may no; request that any objection to the drawingfs) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.35(a), 
Replacement drawing sheet's) including the correction ts required rf ihe drawing(s) is obiecied to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19{a or (f). 
a£3 AH b)D Some * cfl None of 

1 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2-D Certified copies of the priority documents tiave been received in Application No. . 

3 D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Internationa! Bureau (PCI Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a iist of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formai 
matters; The Administrative Requirement as set forth below. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213, (Comm'r Pat. 1935). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

2. As the application has prosecution closed on the merits, Applicant is now 
required to make the submission to comply with the Administrative Requirement . 
Applicants' compiiance wiii take the form of one of the following actions: 

(1) Filing terminal disclaimers in each of the related co-pending applications terminally 
disclaiming each of the other co-pending applications; 

(2) Providing an affidavit attesting to the fact that all claims in the co-pending 
applications have been reviewed by Applicant and that no conflicting ciaims exist 
between the applications; or 

(3) Resolving all conflicts between claims in the identified co-pending applications by 
identifying how all the ciaims in the instant application are distinct and separate 
inventions from ali the claims in the identified co-pending applications. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
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by 37 CFR 1 .312, To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Thomas J. Scott, Jr. (Reg. No. 27,836) on 10/15/09. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 2 {Currently Amended) A method of controlling the outputting of mass 
medium program materia! at a subscriber station, said subscriber station including an 
output device, a memory, a receiver, and a processor, wherein said output device is 
capabie of presenting mass medium program material , said receiver has a signal output 
coupied as an input to the processor, said processor has an output operatively 
connected to a control Input of said memory, and said memory is operatively connected 
to said output device for communicating mass medium program materia! to said output 
device, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing, at said subscriber station, mass medium program material and 
subscriber data, said subscriber data designating a subject of interest of a subscriber; 

receiving an instruct-to-generate signal; 

generating a schedule by processing said subscriber data in response to said 
i n str uct-to-g en erate s ig n a 5, said schedule designating at ieast one of; 
a time to communicate said mass medium program material, 
a device from which to communicate said mass medium program material, and 
a device to which to communicate said mass medium program material; 
storing said schedule; 
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controlling said memory to communicate said mass medium program materia! to 
said output device in accordance with said schedule; and 

presenting said communicated mass medium program materia! at said output 
device. 

Claim 3 {Currently Amended) A method of communicating subscriber station 
information from a subscriber station to at least one remote station, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

{1) storing subscriber data at a subscriber station; 

(2) receiving at said subscriber station at ieast one instruct signa! which is 
used to generate a schedule and output mass medium program materia! in accordance 
with said schedule regarding mass medium program material, said schedule 
designating at least one of: 

a time to communicate said mass medium program material, 

a device from which to communicate said mass medium program materia!, and 

adeyicjejo rnass iii medium p i rgg i ra i rn iiiiii rn i ateri3 i i i ; 

and-ou-tgut -outputting said mass medium program materia! in accordance with 
said schedule; 

(3) generating subscriber specific data, said generating at said subscriber 
station directed by instructions from said at least one instruct signal; 

(4) receiving one of a viewer's and a participant's response to a mass 
medium presentation at said subscriber station, said mass medium presentation 
inciuding said mass medium: program materia!; and 
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(5) transferring said subscriber specific data from said subscriber station to at 
Seast one remote station based on said step of receiving. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) A method for information delivery for use with an 
interactive image output apparatus, said interactive image output apparatus having at 
least one output device for outputting said information and an input device for receiving 
input from a subscriber, said method comprising the steps of: 

outputting a presentation that explains at Seast one receiver specific datum, said 
presentation including a first sequence of images; 

making an offer during said step of outputting with respect to said information; 

receiving input from said subscriber at said input device in response to said offer, 
said interactive image output apparatus having a transmitter for communicating data to 
a remote site; 

communicating said data to said remote site, said interactive mass-medium 
image output apparatus and said remote site comprising a network having a plurality of 
transmitter stations; 

one of generating and assembling, in said network, at least one message which 
operates at said interactive image output apparatus to generate a schedule and to 
output a second sequence of images in accordance with said schedule, said interactive 
image output apparatus having a receiver for receiving a signal from a remote station,, 
and said scheduie designating at least one of: 

a time to communicate said second sequence of images. 

a device from which to communicate said second sequence of images, and 
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a device to which to communicate said second sequence of images; and 
delivering said information to said at least one output device based on said at least one 
message. 

Ciatm 26 {Currently Amended) A method of controlling the outputting of mass 
medium program materials at a subscriber station included in one or more su bscr jber 
stations in a broadcast or cablecast distribution system, said broadcast or cablecast 
distribution system having a transmitter station and said one or more subscriber 
stations, each of said one or more subscriber stations including a receiver, a proces s or, 
afi4-an output device, said tyoao^st of ca&ecast and a 

computer for storing data and controlling communication of mass medium program 
materials, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing , at said subscriber station, mass medium program material and a 
subscriber datum , said subscriber datum designating a subject of interest to a 
subscriber; 

detecting a control signal, said control signal designating a unit of mass medium 
program material; 

selecting said subscriber datum in response to said control signal; 

generating at least seme-el a portion of a schedule by processing said selected 
subscriber datum in response to said control signal, said generated at least mm® a 
portion of a schedule including at least one of the group of: 

(1 ) a time to communicate said designated unit of mass medium program 
material; 
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(2) a device from which to communicate said designated unit of mass medium 
program material; and 

(3) a device to which to communicate said designated unit of mass medium 
program materia!; 

storing said at ieast a portion of a schedule; 

communicating said designated unit of mass medium program materia! at said 
efte - -6f-ffl8fe- subscriber statieas- station under processor control based on said at ieast a 
portion of a schedule; and 

outputting said communicated unit of mass medium program materia! at said om 
or m ore subscriber sta tions station. 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26. wherein said step of 
communicating said designated unit of mass medium program material under processor 
control includes controlling a storage device at said subscriber station to play said 
designated unit of mass medium program material according to said at least a portion of 
a schedule, said method further comprising the steps of: 

tuning a receiver in said broadcast or cabiecast distribution system to receive 
said designated unit of mass medium program material; 

communicating said designated unit of mass medium program material to a 
specific memory location in s a id broadcast or cabiec a st distribution system; and 

controlling said storage device to store said designated unit of mass medium 
program material. 
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Claim 30 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein said subscriber 
station includes at least one of (1 ) a plurality of storage devices and (2) a plurality of 
memory locations and said step of communicating includes organizing programming 
stored at said subscriber station to play according to said at least a portion of a 
schedule, said programming including said designated unit of mass medium program 
material. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 10-12, 14, 16, 18, 26-30, 33, and 36 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to the control of the scheduling and outputting 
of mass medium program material at a subscriber station. 

Specifically, the present invention provides an ability to operate under the control 
of instructions transmitted by broadcasters. 

Regarding amended claim 2, the closest prior art of record, Yanagimachi et at 
(U.S. 3,936,595), teaches a system for distribution of programming to a subscribing 
receiver device, where control signaling is provided from the transmitter end to the 
receiver end such that desired programming may be extracted from a program stream 
by the receiver in a desired sequence (schedule). 

However, Yanagimachi et ai. as well as the other prior art of record fails to teach 
the desired sequence or schedule " designating at least one of: 

a time to communicate said mass medium program material, 

a device from which to communicate said mass medium program material, and 
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a device to which to communicate said mass medium program materia!; 

storing said schedule" in combination with the other limitations of claim 2. 

Independent claims 3, 7, and 26 are similarly allowable over the prior art of 
record, as they each also contain the above distinct features present in claim 2. 

Regarding claims 8, 10-12, 14, 16, 18, 27-30, 33, and 36, these claims are 
further limiting to the independent claims above, and are thus also allowable over the 
prior art of record . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL J. MOORE, JR., whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3188. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30am - 
4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor William Korzuch can be reached at (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 868-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael J. Moore, Jr./ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2467 
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PATENT NO. 
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08/447.974 


ISSUE DATE 


August 24, 2010 


INVENTORY) 


John C. Harvey ei at. 


it is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown beiow: 

in column 288, line 4, through column 290, Sine 1 1 . replace claims 1-17 with the following claims as presented in 
the Examiner's Amendment fifed on October 28 : 2009: 

--1 . A method of controlling the outputting of mass medium program material at a subscriber station, said 
subscriber station including an output device, a memory, a receiver, and a processor, wherein said output 
device Is capable of presenting mass medium program materia!, said receiver has a signal output coupled as an 
input to the processor, said processor has an output operativeiy connected to a control input of said memory, 
and said memory is operativeiy connected to said output device for communicating mass medium program 
materia! to said output device, satd method comprising the steps of: 

storing, at said subscriber station, mass medium program material and subscriber data, said subscriber 
data designating a subject of interest of a subscriber; 

receiving an instaict-to-generate signaf; 

generating a schedule by processing said subscriber data in response to said insiruct-io-generate signal, 
said schedule designating at least one of; 

a time to communicate said mass medium program materia! , 

a device from which to communicate said mass medium program materia!, and a device to which to 
communicate said mass medium program material; storing said schedule; 

controlling said memory to communicate said mass medium program materia! to said output device in 
accordance with said schedule: and 

presenting said communicated mass medium program material at said output device. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein said mass medium program materia! includes at least one of video and 
audio and said subscriber station further includes a switch operativeiy connected to said receiver, said method 
further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a signal from a remote station, said signal including said at least one of video and audio; and 
controlling said switch to communicate said signal to one of said memory and said processor. 
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3. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

analyzing said subscriber data to value information included in said mass medium program materia!; 
selecting at ieast a portion of said mass medium program materia! based on said step of analyzing; and 
communicating said selected portion of said mass medium program materia! to said memory. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said instruct-to-generate signal designates a plurality of units of said 
mass medium program material, and said memory includes a piuraiity of memory locations, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

communicating selected portions of said mass medium program materia! to at ieast one specific memory 
location of said piuraiity of memory locations. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein said step of controlling said memory to communicate said mass medium 
program material is commenced in response to an output control signal, said method further comprising the step 
of: 

detecting said output control signal in an information transmission communicated from a remote transmitter 
station. 

6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

storing a module at said subscriber station in response to said instruct-to-gcncratc signal; and 
inputting to a remote station data of subscriber choice in accordance with said module, said data of 

subscriber choice communicating a response by said subscriber to a combined medium presentation including 

said communicated mass medium program materia!. 

7. The method of claim 1. wherein said output device is capable of outputting television progr amming and 
said subscriber station presents at ieast a portion of said mass medium program material at said output device 
with said television programming, said method further comprising the steps of: 
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receiving from one of a remote broadcast and a cablecast transmitter station an information transmission 
including channels of programming, said information transmission including said television programming and 
said instaict-to-generate signal: 

communicating said television programming from said receiver to said output device; 

detecting a plurality of instruct signal types in a code portion of said information transmission, said 
instaict-to-generate signal being of a first instruct signal type, 

communicating said :nstatct-to~generate signal to said processor: and 

controlling said memory to store and output said mass medium program material based on one or more 
signals of a second instate! signal type. 

8. A method of communicating subscriber station information from a subscriber station to at least one 
remote station, said method comprising the steps of: 
(1 > storing subscriber data at a subscriber station; 

(2? receiving at said subscriber station at least one :rtslruct signs! which is used to generate a schedule and 
output mass medium program materia! in accordance with said schedule regarding mass medium program 
materia!, said schedule designating at least one of: 

a time to communicate said mass medium program material, 

a device from which to communicate said mass medium program materia! and a device to which to 
communicate said mass medium program material; 

outputting said mass medium program materia! in accordance with said schedule. 

(3) generating subscriber specific data, said generating at said subscriber station directed by instructions 
from said at least one instruct signal; 

(4) receiving one of a viewer's and a participant's response to a mass medium presentation at said 
subscriber station, said mass medium presentation including said mass medium program material; and 

(5) transferring said subscriber specific data from said subscriber station to at least one remote station 
based on said step of receiving. 
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9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of: 
storing a software module at said subscriber station: 

executing said software module in response to said at teast one instruct signal; 
accessing said stored subscriber data under control of said software module; and 
storing at feast one of meter Information and monitor information evidencing processing of said software 
module, said at least one of said meter information and said monitor information is communicated to a remote 


10. A method for information delivery for use with an interactive image output apparatus, said interactive 
image output apparatus having at least one output device for outputtmg said information and an input device for 
receiving input from a subscriber, said method comprising the steps of: 

outputting a presentation that explains at least one receiver specific datum, said presentation including a 
first sequence of images; 

making an offer during said step of outputting with respect to said information. 

receiving input from said subscriber at said input device in response to said offer, said interactive image 
output apparatus having a transmitter for communicating data to a remote site; 

communicating said data to said remote site, said interactive image outpi.it apparatus and said remote site 
comprising a network having a plurality of transmitter stations; 

one of generating arid assembling, in said networ k, at least one message which operates at said 
interactive image output apparatus to generate a schedule and to output a second sequence of images in 
accordance with said schedule, said interactive image output apparatus having a receiver for receiving a signal 
from a remote station, and said schedule designating at teast one of: 

a time to communicate said second sequence of images, 

a device from which to communicate said second sequence of images, and a device to which to 
communicate said second sequence of images; and 

delivering said information to said at. least one output device based on said at least one message 
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1 1 . A method of controlling the outputting of mass medium program materials at a subscriber station 
included in one or more subscriber stations in a broadcast or cablecast distribution system, said broadcast or 
cablecast distribution system having a transmitter station and said one or more subscriber stations, each of said 
one or more subscriber stations including a receiver, an output device, and a computer for storing data and 
controlling communication of mass medium program materials, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing, at said subscriber station, mass medium program materia! and a subscriber datum, said subscriber 
datum designating a subject of Interest to a subscriber; 

detecting a control signal, said control signal designating a unit of mass medium program materia!: 

selecting said subscriber datum in response to said control signal; 

generating at least a portion of a schedule by processing said selected subscriber datum in response to 
said control signal, said generated at least a portion of a schedule including at least one of the group of: 

(1) a time to communicate said designated unit of mass medium program materia!, 

(2) a device from which to communicate said designated unit of mass medium program material; and 

(3) a device to which to communicate said designated unit of mass medium program material; 
storing said at least a portion of a schedule; 

communicating said designated unit of mass medium program material at said subscriber station under 
processor control based on said at. least a portion of a schedule; and 

outputting said communicated unit of mass medium program material at said subscriber station. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said unit of designated mass medium program material includes al 
least one of video and audio and said step of communicating includes - 

tuning the receiver at said subscriber station to receive said at least one of video and audio: and 
controlling a selective transmission device at said subscriber station to communicate said af least one of 
video and audio to the output device at said subscriber station. 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein an information transmission including said mass medium program 
material includes a second control signal and said step of communicating includes: 
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outputting at at ieast one of the receiver and a first memory at said subscriber station to at least one of the 
output device at said subscriber station and a second memory based on said second control signal. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said step of communicating said designated unit of mass medium 
program material under processor controi includes controlling a storage device at said subscriber station to play- 
said designated unit of mass medium program materia! according to said at ieast a portion of a schedule, said 
method further comprising the steps of 

tuning a receiver In said broadcast or cabiecast distribution system to receive said designated unit of mass 
medium program material ; 

communicating said designated unit of mass medium program material to a speciiic memory location; and 
controlling said storage device to store said designated unit of mass medium program material 

1 5 The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said subscriber station includes at least one of (1 ) a plurality of storage 
devices and (2) a plurality of memory locations and said step of communicating includes organizing 
programming stored at said subscriber station to piay according to said at ieast a portion of a schedule, said 
programming including said designated unit of mass medium program materia!. 

16. The method of ciairn 1 1 , wherein said stored subscriber datum is at ieast part of a subscriber budget, 
analysis, recommended plan, or solution to a problem, said method further comprising the steps of: 

analyzing said stored subscriber datum to value information received in said broadcast or cabiecast 
distribution system; and 

selecting said designated unit of mass medium program materia! based on said step of analyzing. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

storing a module at said subscriber station in response to said control signal: and 
communicating one or more data of subscriber choice to a remote station in accordance with said module, 
said one or more data of subscriber choice input by said subscriber in response to a combined medium 
programming presentation which Includes said designated unit of mass medium program material. 
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